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CHAPTER VIIL

ON CREATION  AND  LITE.

LIFE, in all its countless forms., is far more
complex, mysterious, and wonderful, than life-
less matter. We look upon the world around
us, and see on every side an immense variety
of living things, gifted with certain powers
of growth, assimilation, reproduction, and,
in the animal world, of spontaneous motion,
which create an irresistible impression of
something that lives and grows or moves, and
. is a contrast to the inanimate substances which
form the rest of the visible and sensible universe*
The more we study them, the plainer are the
marks in each of some plan or design, adapt-
ing each to fulfil some especial mode of being.
No piece of human mechanism contains adjust-
ments so various and manifold, so adapted to
secure their special objects, as those which can
b^ traced in the structure of plants, and still
more in the senses and limbs of animals, grow-
ing more complex and various as we rise higher